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AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 

SECRET LISBON 2259 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-4 
TAGS: PINT MILI AO 

SUBJECT: FLEC CLAIMS NGOUABI ASSASSINATION 
REF: LISBON 1866 (NOTAL) 

1. IN A MAR 21 MEETING WITH EMBOFFS, CABINDA LIBERATION 
FRONT (FLEC) REPRESETATIVE CARLOS LUIS PUNA STATED THAT 
FLEC WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MAR 19 ASSASSINATION OF 
CONGO-BRAZZAVILLE PRESIDENT MARIEN NGOUABI. FLEC HAS 
NOT PUBLICLY CLAIMED RESPONSIBILITY, SAID PUNA, BECAUSE 
THE WELL-KNOWN TIES BETWEEN FLEC AND ZAIRE COULD LEAD 
THE CONGO-BRAZZAVILLE GOVERNMENT TO BLAME ZAIRE AS THE 
ULTIMATELY RESPONSIBLE PARTY. THIS COULD PRECIPITATE 
OPEN WARFARE BETWEEN THE TWO NATIONS. 

2. ACCORDING TO PUNA, THE ASSASSINATION WAS CONDUCTED 
BY CABINDAN NATIONALS, OF THE MANY WHO ARE 
SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THE CONGO-BRAZZAVILLE GOVERNMENT 
AND MILIATRY. CABINDA ARMED FORCES (FAC) "GENERAL" 

DA COSTA, WHO SERVED WITH THE FRENCH COLONIAL ARMY 
SECRET 
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IN BRAZZAVILLE AND IS FAMILIAR WITH THE TERRAIN, 

HELPED ELABORATE THE PLAN. 

3. THIS ASSASSINATION. CLAIMED PUNA, SUCCESSFULLY 
ACCOMPLISHED ONE-HALF OF FLEC "COBRA 77" PLAN. THE 
OTHER HALF CONSISTS OF THE ASSASSINATION OF ANGOLAN 
PRESIDENT AGOSTINHO NETO AND POLITICAL BUREAU CHIEF 
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LUCIO LARA. FLEC MEN, SAID PUNA, ARE ALREADY IN 
PLACE. 

4. IN LEAVING, PUNA STRESSED AGAIN THE NEED FOR A 
PROMPT REPLY TO HIS PREVIOUS REQUEST FOR A MEETING WITH 
GULF OFFICIALS (REFTEL. 

CARLUCCI 
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